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It  was  an  old  Law  among  the  Locrians  of  Italy,  as  we 
are  inform  d  by  very  good  Authorities,  that  the  Man 
who  proposed  to  make  any  New  Law,  (hould  be 
obliged  to  do  it  with  a  Rope  about  his  Neck  *,  in 
which  he  was  to  be  Jlrangled  forthwith,  if  he  faiCd 
of  carrying  his  Point,  and  the  Majority  determined 
his  Proportion  prejudicial  to  the  Publick. 

From  the  Preface. 

If  there  be  in  the  World  a  Wretch  in  Office,  who  has 
built  his  own  Fortune  upon  the  Ruin  of  Thoufands  of 
his  Fellow-Subjttts  (the  meanefi  of  whom  is  more 
honeft,  and  as  well  born  as  himjelj)  this  Monfter, 
like  a  Beafl  of  prey  that  has  worried  the  whole  Flock, 
ought,  in  common  Jujlice,  to  be  hunted  down  and 
deftro/d.  From  Page  20. 

On  'Cp&unn 

*  Could? fi  Thou  but  Judge,  as  well  as  Execute, 
How  often  would? fl  thou  change  the  Felon's  Doom, 
And  hang  the  treacherous  S m  in  his  Room  ? 
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To  the  Honourable 

William  Poultney,  Efy 


Honourable  Sir, 


MUST  own  I 

fhall  want  your 
Pardon  for  the 
Prefumption  of 
throwing  thefe  Sheets  at  your 
Feet,  without  firft  obtaining 
Leave  to  warrant  me  in  it : 

A  Pre- 


vi       Dedication. 

A  Prefumption  which  is  ow- 
ing- to  my  Unhappinefs  in 
not  being  perfonally  known 
to  You,  and  at  a  Lofs  how 
to  be  introduc'd  to  Tour 
Honour. 

I  t  is,  indeed,  in  fome  fort 
a  Crime  againft  Ceremony  ; 
but  a  much  lefs  Crime  than 
thofe  Dedicators  commit,  who 
abufe  a  Great  Man  with  his 
Own  Leave,  by  libelling  him 
with  Praifes,  which  every 
body  are  ready  to  agree  he 
has  no  Title  to. 

Flattery,  Great  Sir, 
is  not  deffgn'd  to  have  any 
Portion  in  this  A  ddrefs ;  there 

are 
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are  Reafons  for  which  Tour 
Honour  is  more  ftrongly  enti- 
tled to  thefe  Sheets  than  any- 
other  Perfon  in  England: 
And  for  thofe  Reafons  only, 
they  are  with  all  Humility 
infcrib'd  to  You.  It  is  Tour 
Honour's  Zeal  and  vigorous 
Behaviour,  in  the  greateft 
AHembly  inEurope,  that  draw 
this  Addrefs  of  Thanks  upon 
You. 

It  was  obferv'd,  to  the 
eternal  Praife  of  Cicero,  that 
he  was  refolute  and  bold  in 
the  Senate;  Virtues  at  that 
Time  peculiarly  neceflary, 
when  the  Criminals  were  of 
fuch  Power  and  Sufficiency, 

as 
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as  to  be  able  to  fhock  the 
State.  May  Tour  Honour  have 
the  Succefs,  as  you  have  the 
Resolution,  of  this  great  Man ! 
And  Heaven  enable  you  to 
ftand  by,  and  be  as  true  an 
Advocate  for  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  your  Country- 
men for  Times  to  come,  as 
you  have  been,  upon  all  Oc- 
casions, in  thofe  paft ;  which 
is  the  fincere  Prayer  of 

Tour  Honour's  mofi 

Devoted  and  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

Britannicus, 
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PREFACE. 


IT  was  an  old  Law  among  the  Locrians  of 
Italy,  as  we  are  informed  by  very  good  Au- 
thorities*,  that  the  Man  who  proposed  to 
make  any  New  Law,  Jhould  be  obliged  to 
do  it  with  a  Rope  about  his  Neck,  in  which  he 
was  to  be  Strangled  forthwith,  if  he  jaifd  car- 
:jing  his  Point,  and  the  Majority  determined  hi* 
proportion  prejudicial  to  the  Puhlich 

I  dont  find  that  there  is  any  fuch  Cufitm  now 
fubfifling  in  any  Tart  of  Chriftendom  }  and  the 
Reafon,  perhaps,  may  be,  becaufe  all  our  neigh- 
bouring Monarchies  are  absolute,  and  their  Laws 
made  by  Edifts  of  the  King  only.  Had  this  pe- 
culiar Cujlom  obtained  in  our  Conftitution,  I  am 
in  Doubt  whether  the  Advantage-,  or  Prejudice  ui 
it,  would  have  been  greater. 

On  the  one  Hand,  it  would  rid  us  of  a  Number 
of  bufy  Fools   (for  Fools  will  be  meddling,  let  the 

B  Cotfequence 

*  Diod.  Sic,  Polyb.  Hier.  apud  Strobfcum  Dejmoflhen. 
in  Timocra;emj  &c. 
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Confewejice  be  never  fo  hazardous)  and  it  would 
contribute  to  deter  Knaves  (who  have  ever  little 
private  Veiws  of  their  own)  from  offering  their 
Schemes  to  the  Ruin  of  the  Publick ;  as  on  the 
ether  hc.:\d,  indeed,  it  might  hinder  juft  and  wife 
Men  from  promoting  Laws  for  The  Good  of  their 
Country;  fence  none  are  fo  diffident  of  their  own 
Parts  and  Opinions,  as  Men  of  found  Senfe  and 
jolid  Judgment. 

With  us  every  Member  of  the  Legiflature  is 
at  Liberty  to  propofe  what  he  ejkems^to  be  for  tiie 
Jnterefi  of  the  Suhjetl;  which  being  cottier  d  and 
'weigh 'd  by  the  whole  Body,  whenever  a  Difference 
of  Opinion  arifes,  they  are  immediately  to  divide, 
and  the  Matter  is  carried,  or  rejecled,  by  the 
Majority :  And,  certainly,  it  is  but  redfonabk  to 
Juppoje,that  there  is  moft  Wifdom,  moft  Honour, 
and  mufi  Virtue,  in  the  greater   Number. 

It  mufi  be  a  romfort  to  every  Sufferer  in  this 
Calamity,  who  gave  a  Vote  for  the  Eleclion  of  a 
Member,  to  Jee  his  Reprefentative  tn  Parliament 
bravely  labouring  to  do  him  Juftice,  by  firongly 
oppofing  any  Thing  that  fo  direttly  ftrikes  at  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subjetf.  Nor  wid  the  Names  of 
thoje  Honourable  Members  be  forget  to  Pofterity, 
who  /hall  exert  themselves  upon  this  Occahon.  J 
have  Jomewhere  read  a  Story  of  a  Member  of 
the  H'uje  oj  Commons,  who,  when  a  Bill  was 
brought  m  by  the  Court-Party,  which  he  judged 
would  be  of  pernicious  Consequence  to  the  People, 
opposed  it  with  all  the  Vehemence  and  Inierefi  ima- 
ginable ;  and  when  the  Tide  of  its  slbettors  run, 
too  ftroug  agaivfi  him,  finding  his  Hujjcft  Endea- 
vours to  no  purpofe,  he  petition  d  the  Lloufe,  that 

the 
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t)x  Borough,  for  which  he  fervid,  might  be  ex- 
empted from  that  Law.  p-ity  it  is,  that  his  Name- 
is  net  recorded  to  poflerity  }  and  that  he  has  net 
a  Movument  of.  Marble  to  perpetuate- the  Memory  of 
fo  glorious  an  Integrity  !  Nor  Gold,  nor  Prefer- 
ment, could  bribe  him  Jo  much  as  to  be  filent  m 
a  Cauje,  where  the  Duty  *f  a  Patriot  commanded 
him  to /peak. 

Vpon  the  Mention  of  this  worthy  Gentleman,  I 
cannot  help  looking  back  on  Jome  noble  City  Members 
of  our  own,  who  gave  their  Opinions  againjl  this 
pvrnicious  Scheme  with  fo  much  Candour  and  Strength 
of  Argument  y  and  whoy  like  Prophets,  fore  fee  t'oe 
Mi/chiefs  that  inevitably  muft  follow,  fhould  it 
ever  take  place.  I  dont  INSIST,  that  every 
Honour  able  Mfmber  did  not  THINK 
he  was  Jerving  his  Cow  try,  while  he  promoted  this 
Project*,  but  I  cant  help  giving  the  Pre- 
ference to  the  Wifdom  of  thoje,  who  jaw  Ejjelh 
a*  fuch  a  Diflahce,  and  dif covered  the  Traces  oj 
Vtliany  and  Mijchicf  lurking  wider  the  Masquerade 
of  Publick  Service y  and  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation* 

It  has  often  happen  d  in  private,  as  well  as  civil 
Life,  that  we  will  not  believe  the  Banger  of 
Things  till  foe  Evil  is  come  upon  us.  It  puts  me 
in  mind  of  a  Fable  in  iEfop;  very  much  apropos  to 
our   Circumfiances. 

There  was  a  Country  Fellow  at  work  a 
lowing  his  Grounds,  and  a  Swallow  {being  a 
Bird  ramous  for  Providence  and  Forefight) 
call'd  a  Company  of  little  Birds  about  her, 
and  bad  them  take  good  notice  what  the  Fellow 

dadoing.  You  muft  know  (fays  the  Swal- 
R  2  low) 
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low)  that  all  the  Fowler's  Nets  and  Snares 
are  made  of  Hemp  or  Flax  *,    and  That's  the 
Seed  that  he  is  now  a  lowing.     Pick  it  up 
in  time,  for  fear  of  what  may  come  on    it. 
In  ihort,  they  put  it  off,  till  it  took  Root} 
and  then  again,  till  it  was  iprung   up   into 
the  Blade.     Upon  this,  the  Swallow  told  them 
once  for  all,  that  it  was  not  yet  too  late  to. 
prevent  the  Mifchief,  if  they  would  but  beftir 
themfelves,   and   let    heartily  about    it}   but 
finding  that  no  heed  was  given  to  what  fhe 
laid.  The  e'en  bad  Adieu  to  her   old    Com- 
panions in  the  Woods,  and  fb  betook    her- 
felf  to  a  City  Life,  and  to  the  Conversion 
of  Men.     This  Flax  and  Hemp  came  in  time 
to  be  gather'd,  and  wrought,  and  it  was  this 
Swallow's  Fortune  to  fee  leveral  of  the  very 
lame   Birds  that  ihe  had  forewarn^  dr   taken  in 
Nets,  made  of  the  very  Stuff  fhe  told  them  of 
They  came  at  laft  to  be  lenfible  of  the  Folly 
of  flipping  their  Opportunity  -,  but  they  were 
loft  beyond  all  Redemption  firft. 

/  have  but  oi;e  thing  more  to  add,  and  then 
fhall  conclude  my  Preface.  It  was  very  juftly 
obfervd  in  a  late  Paper,  the  Reputation  of  which 
is  every  Day  njhg  in  Town,  that  the  Security 
of  Property,  and  the  Freedom  of  Speech,  al- 
ways go  together  in  Free  Governments  :  But 
to  do  publick  Mifchief,  without  hearing  of 
it,  is  only  the  Prerogative  and  Felicity  of 
Tyranny. 


/  may 
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/  may  be  thought,  perhaps,  by  fome,  to  fpeak 
with  too  much  Liberty  in  the  following  Dijcourfe ; 
but  let  them  remember,  that  ij  there  be  any 
thing  either  in  the  Arguments  or  Examples, 
which  tallies  with  the  Conduft  and  Characters 
of  Persons  living,  /  make  no  Application.  If  any 
body  has  a  mind  to  take  the  Scandal  to  Him- 
felf,  much  Good  may  it  do  him*— -Qui  capit, 
ille  facit. 
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As  privately  handed  about  by  feveral 

Perfons  of  QUALITY. 

Moft  Grand  Monarch, 

Ifhall  begin  this  Difcourfe  with  a  very- 
noble,  and  at  this  Jun&ure,  no  lefs  lea- 
Ibnable  Obfervation,  though  it  be  in 
Fa&  of  a  much  later  Date  than  what 
is  pretended. 

Zaleucus,  the  Law-giver  of  the  Locriam  (and 
who,  like  many  of  our  prefent  Set  of  Law- 
givers, was  at  firit  of  a  very  mean  Defcent 
and  Expectations)  is  made  to  introduce  that 
Syfrern,  which  he  compiled  for  the  Ufe  of 
his  Countrymen,  with  this  formal  Preface: 
That  every  Member  of  a  Common-wealthy  in  the 
firft  place,  ought  to  believe  there  are  Gods  j  which 
they  will  be  convinced  of,  by  looking  up  to  Heaven 
and  the  World,  and   confidcr'mg  the  Beauty  an& 

Qrdep 
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Order  of  all  Things  there.  The  Confequence 
of  this  Perfuafion  feenfd  to  him,  that  we 
fhould  thereby  be  oblig'd  to  honour  the  Di* 
vine  Powers,  and  have  a  ftr  icier  Regard  to 
our  own  A&ions  and  Conduct}  that  we  ihould 
fhew  much  left  Reaibn,  than  we  are  willing 
to  allow  our  felves,  ir^  while  we  obferv'd  fo 
juft  and  beautiful  a  Regularity  above,  we 
could  fitffer  our  felves  to  be  i'o  wild  and  ec* 
centric,  as  I  may  fay,  in  our  Motions  below. 

Now,  the  neareft  Pretence  that  we  have 
of  imitating  this  Divine  Regularity,  muft  be 
by    the   Piovifion    of  good    and    wholefome 

Laws LAWS,  eftabliflfd  by  the  Wifclom, 

and  not  the   Caprice    of  the  Legiflators • 

LAWS  promoted  neither  by  Party  foterefi>  nor 
Tarty  Paffiom,  where  the  Honour  and  Safety 
of  the  Government  is  principally  confider'd, 
and  the  Saattity  of  Power,  and  Private  Right  9 
are   equally  guarded. 

It  has  happen'd  in  all  Countries,  that  the 
Prince  very  often  has  been  a  greater  Stranger  to 
the  Conftitution  than  his  Minifters  7  and  from 
this  Misfortune  it  has  as  often  happen'd,  that 
Corruption  and  oblique  Defigns  have  got  the 
Start  of  Juft  ice  and  a  Nation's  Inter  eft.  I 
DON'T  SAY  this  is  our  immediate  Cafe, 
who  have  a  Prince,  whole  Wifdom,  and  In- 
diligence,  is  difputed  by  none  but  Jacobites. 

But,  let  a  Prince  come  to  the  Throne  with 
all  the  Abilities  one  in  that  high  Station  was 
ever  pofTefs'd  with,  and  allowing  him  to  be 
well  read  in  the  Arcana's  of  State  and  Laws 

of 
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of  Nations,  an  infiduous  Statefman  will  find 
new  Arts  to  feduce  his  Integrity,  by  putting 
a  plaulible  Glofs  upon  his  Mealures,  and  gild 
them  over  with  the  popular  Appearances  of 
the  Nation's  Intereft,  and  fb  betrays  his  Mo- 
narch's Love  and  Indulgence  to  his  People> 
to  lupport  and  countenance  the  Schemes  of  a 
difguisd  Avarice,  and  lurking  ViUany.  Nor  is 
he  content  to  abule  the  Royal  Authority  merely 
of  his  own  Mifreprefentations,  another  Fetch 
of  Policy  is  to  keep  the  Royal  Ear  from  be- 
ing mifabus'd:  His  own  Dependants  and  Mi- 
nions, the  Creatures  of  his  Favour,  and  Abettors 
if  his  Vices,  are  planted  about  the  King's  Perfbn, 
to  block  up  and  intercept  the  PorTibility  of 
Detection.  I  may  be  bold  to  lay  with  Cicero 
upon  this  Head ',  Vbicumque  hoc  faCtum  eft, 
imbrobe  fatlum  eft  *,  quicumque  hoc  jecit,  fupplicio 
dignus  eft. 

All  Points  of  Guilt  have  ever  been  reckon' d 
to  be  agravated  from  the  Quality  and  Cur- 
cumftances  of  the  Perlbns  committing  them , 
and  the  Party  that,  by  Truft  and  delegated 
fewer,  is  put  in  a  Capacity  of  prejudicing  a 
Multitude,  and  actually  does  it,  is  look'd  upoii 
with  more  Horror  and  Deteltation  than  a 
meaner  Villain,  whole  Balenefs  only  exerciies 
it  felf  on  a  private  Family*  The  Nature  of 
the  Crimes,  tis  true,  is  much  the  lame  \  but 
where  the  Injuries  are  mofb  extenfive,  there 
will  always  be  the  moft  Clamour  ;  and  for 
this  Reafon  only,  to  wave  all  other,  the  Sub- 
ornation of  WitnerTes,  to  undermine  arid 
over-turn  a  private  Property,  will  never  be 
reckoned  to  amount  to  a  Bribery,  accented  to 
purchafe  Indirection  in  any  National  Ca-je. 

It 
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It  mull  be  admitted  that  the  Corruption 
of  great  Officers  has  been  almoft  as  old  as 
the  Conflitution  of  the  very  Officer,  they  fill'd: 
Human  Mature  is  lo  deprav'd,  and  we  have 
liich  a  Fund  of  unrealbnable  Avarice  in  us, 
that  no  Augmentations  of  Honour,  no  large 
Allotment  of  Salary,  no  Super-addition  of 
eftabliftid  Ferc^uifites,  cm  confine  us  to  the 
direct  Road  of  Ho  nelly  •,  but  we  wrap  and 
run  byafs  into  fmifler  Gains,  and  pollute  our 
Hands  and  Conlciences  in  illegal  Gralpings  : 
As  much  the  Diflemper  of  a  corrupted  Mind, 
as  Convulfions  are  of  a  diforder'd  Body  !  It 
will  be  as  eafy  to  Ihew,  and  not  impertinent 
to  the  prelent  Purpole,  that  however  Bribery 
may  have  prevailed  in  all  States  and  Ages, 
it  has  ever  been  regarded  with  the  utmoil 
Defoliation,  and  diicountenanc'd  with  whole- 
lbme  Severities. 

I  will  not  liippofe  my  Readers  fo  unac- 
quainted with  their  Bible,  as  not  to  remem- 
ber what  numerous  Injunctions  there  are  in 
the  Holy  Text  againfl  Corruption,  and  the 
preverting  of  Judgment  thro'  Bribes.  The 
more  Oriental  Countries,  and  from  whom  the 
Hebrews  deriv'd  a  great  part  of  their  Laws, 
had  I  time  to  leaich  fo  deep  into  Antiquity, 
calf'd  Criminals  of  this  fort  to  a  very  Uriel 
Account.  There  is  a  remarkable  Inflance  of 
this  kind  recorded  of  Cambyfis,  a  Prince  of 
many  iniluTerable  Vices,  but  famous  for  the 
Severity  of  his  Government,  and  the  Stri£t> 
nels  of  an  inexorable  Juflice.  This  Prince  had 
a  particular  Favourite,  whom  he  made  a  Judge  \ 
and  this  Judge  reckon'd  himielf  io  kcure  m 
C  the 
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the  Credit  he  had  with  ins  Matter,  that  with- 
out any  more  ado,  Caufes  were  bought  and  ibid 
in  the  Courts  of  Judicature,  as  openly  as  Prc- 
vifioxs  were  in  the  Markets*  So  icon  as  Carnbyfis 
came  to  undedland  how  this  ungrateful  Wretch 
had  proftituted  his  Royal  Dignity  for  Gold  ,  to- 
gether with  the  Liberty  and  Property  of  his 
People,  and  the  Honour  of  his  Admxriifration, 
he  caused  his  Minion  to  be  taken  up,  and  de- 
graded, his  Skin  itript  ever  his  Ears,  and 
I  .  Seat  of  judgment  cover'd  with  it.  He 
order 'd  his  Son,  in  the  Conclufion,  to  fucceed 
the  Father  in  his  Character  and  Office  \  and 
to  deliver  Judgment  from  that  very  Chair j 
thai  having  this  Memorial  of  his  Father's 
Crime  and  Infamy  before  his  Eyes,  he  fhould 
never  Hip  ?fide  from  the  Duty  of  his  Truft. 
And  thus  this  Prince,  by  that  lever e  A 61  of 
JuhSee,  and  by  the  Choice  he  made  of  the 
Son  to  fucceed  the  Father,  gave  Proofs  that 
hi*  Heart  was  free  from  P  erf  oval  Malice,  and  that 
he  hated  nothing  that  belonged  to  the  Judge, 
except  his  Villany. 

A  Magiftrate  of  fuipecled  Hcnefly  may  be 
fear'd  becaufe  of  the  Power  he  is  inverted 
with,  but  mult,  at  the  fame  Time  be  hated 
and  defpis'd.  The  Minifters  of  the  Goipel 
are  obliged,  for  Example  Sake,  to  be  ftricr, 
and  uncorrupt  in  their  Lives  •,  but  for  much 
ftronger  Reafons  the  M'wifters  of  the  State 
ought  to  be  fo<  The  firft  are  only  to  ex- 
hort, and  preach  againft  Vice  5  the  lad  are 
to  difcountehance  and  pnnifh  it.  With  what 
Horror  mitft  we  look  upon  a  Judge,  pafTmg 
a  fevere  Sentence  upon  a  Criminal  for  Perjury, 

Extorticv, 
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Ext>jrtio'>y  or  Bribery,  if  we  Know,  that  he 
has  ever  pra&ifed  any  of  the  lame  Crimes! 
it  puts  me  in  Mind  of  a  very  ludicrous 
Author,  who,  in  his  Addrefs  to  lyburn7  makes 
th2  following  Speech  to  that  awful  Tree, 

Could' ft  thou  but  Judge,  as  well  as  Execute, 
How  often  would? fi  thou  change  the  Felon7*  Doom, 
Aid  hang  the  t reach7 rous  S -  m  in  his  Room.  ? 

In  all  publick  Cafes,  where  the  Interest 
and  Safety  of  the  People  are  concerned,  it 
mud  be  admitted,  I  think,  that  it  is  in  dif- 
ferent whether  a  Minifter  betrays  the  Prince, 
or  his  People,  for  a  wicked  Reward,  to  the 
Enemy  in  the  Time  of  War,  or  enters  in- 
to pernicious  Practices  by  confederating  with 
a  Set  of  deftgn'wg  Knaves ,  to  raife  an  infamous 
great  Fortune  to  himfelf,  by  impoverijhing  the 
Subjefts,  and  that  Way  reducing  them  to  a 
State  of  Captivity.  I  know  well,  th^  firffc  is 
declar'd  High-Treafon  by  our  Laws  :  And, 
I  believe  the  Lift,  were  it  to  come  upon  the 
Tryal,  would  be  pronounced  io  too.  For 
it  is  one  eftablifh'd  Maxim  in  tire  Law,  that 
Vbi  eadem  eft  Ratio,  ibi  eadem  eft  Lex.  No 
oiis  Statute  can  forefee  or  include  all  Cir- 
-cumftanaes  of  being  criminal  \  but  where-ever 
there  is  the  lame  Reafon  for  pwiflnng^  there 
tliQ  Im  ought  to  be  the  fame. 

In  my  Lord  Bacoris  Cafe,  the  Pimifhment 
was  equal  to  the  Crime  •,  there  were  Cir- 
cumitances  to  give  a  Sulpicion  of  Bribery, 
arid  therefore  he  was  unqualified  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Publick.  But  had  it  been  prov'd, 
C  l  that 
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that  he  had  been  a  private  Inftrument  of 
Extortions  j  that  he  had  been  a  Gainer  by 
a  Fraud,  which  prov'd  the  Ruin  of  Thou- 
fands  \  had  he  taken  an  immenic  Sum  of 
Money,  as  a  Pramium,  from  wicked  Men,  for 
iufpcnaing  the  Execution  of  fome  Laws,  or 
for  putting  others  in  Execution,  which  he 
was  oblig'd  to  do  by  the  Duty  of  his  Great 
Office  •,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but,  in 
this  Cafe  too,  his  Punifhment  would  have 
been  equal  to  his  Crime. 

If  there  be  in  the  World  a  Wretch  in 
Office,  who  has  built  his  own  Fortune  up- 
on thQ  Ruin  of  Twenty  Thoufands  of  his 
Fellow-Subjects }  (the  mcaneft  of  whom  is  more 
hohefi,  and  as  well  bom  as  himfelf)  this  Mon- 
iter,  like  a  Beaft  of  Prey  that  has  worried 
the  whole  Flock,  ought,  in  common  Juftice, 
to   be  hunted  down  and  deftroy'd. 

When  a  Prince  has  the  Misfortune  to  be 
ierv'd  by  fiich,  as  cm  be  bound  by  no  Ties 
but  thole  of  private  Ivtereft,  he's  exactly  in 
the  Condition  of  thole  Animals,  which  the 
Heathen  Priefts  fed  up  for  Sacrifice,  deftin'd 
to  fail,  whenever  they  can  get  a  fatisfattory 
Price  for  him.  A  covetous  and  mercenary  Man 
in  Office  am  never  be  hof?eft\  it  is  a  Con- 
tradiction in  Nature  and  common  Senie  *7  and 
we  may  as  well  call  an  Adulterer  chaft.  Our 
own  Hiftory,  carefully  examined,  would  fur- 
hiih  a  Number   of  Proofs  of  this  Proportion. 

When  King  Charles  the  f/V/f,  in  the  Be- 
gifting  of  his   Troubles',    went   to    York,    his 

General, 
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General,  the  Earl  of  Holland,  had  found  out 
a  Perfbn,  who  was  willing  to  give  him  Ten 
Thoufand  Pounds  for  the  Procuration  of  a 
Barony.  The  General  went  immediately,  and 
defiYd  the  Dignity  might  be  conferred  :  That 
Monarch,  who  had  very  right  Notions  of  Ho- 
nour, could  not  content  to  proflitutc  the  Dig- 
nity of  Peerage,  which  was  defign'd  to  difin- 
guifh  thofe,  who  had  de\crvd  well  of  their  Country, 
and  as  a  Reward  for  great  and  virtuous  AlliunsJ 
upon  a  mean  and  unworthy  Perfon,  therefore 
refblutely  thought  fit  to  refufe  the  Earl.  The 
mercenary,  treacherous  Favourite  dilfembled  the 
Sting  and  Relentment  of  this  Refusal,  and 
parted  with  all  the  Abearance  of  Loyalty,  and 
Acquiejcence  to  his  King's  pleafure  :  But,  from 
that  Minute,  betrayed  him  in  all  his  Counfels. 
Unhappy,  Virtuous  Monarch  !  who,  conliilt- 
ing  nothing  but  the  Honefty  of  his  own  Na- 
ture, never  believ'd  any  Man  a  Villain  till  he 
found  him  to   be  luch. 

Princes  have  but  fcanty,  or  rather  no  Oppor- 
tunities of  looking  into  the  private  Lives  of 
Men,  the  beft  and  moil  certain  Way  of  Judging 
of  Difpofitions  :  And  therefore  it  is  no  Won- 
der that  they  mould  often  be  mijlaken  in  the 
Choice  of  their  Servants.  The  Difguifes  Men 
put  on,  to  work  themfelves  into  Preferment , 
may  eafily  deceive  a  Prince,  who  knows  them 
but  by  appearances.  For  the  Smiles  of  a  Courtier, 
and  of  a  Harlot '7  have  been  frequently  compafd, 
and  Jo  has   their  Hone  fly. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  one  would  think  Kings 
very  curious  in  the  placing  of  their  Promo- 
tions \ 
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flons  ;  when  Birth,  Quality,  and  diflivguiflAng 
Char  afters  are  over-look'd,  and  a  few  Men  are 
pick'd  out,  from  among  many  Millions  of 
Subjects,  and  from  the  Meamfi  of  the  i-  eople, 
for  the  Service  of  the  FuUich  Mow  the  Vul- 
gar have  no  Reaibn  to  grumble  at  thefe  Electi- 
ons, and  at  feeing  a  Parcel  of  tnemfe Ives  tols  d 
up  into  a  Rank  that  demands  keipeci  :  Por 
tne  Prince  is  acknowledg'd  to  be  the  Fu- 
tain  oj  Honour^  and  cue  Reipect  we  are  obliged 
to  pay  to  fuch,  h  to  their  0jpce9  not  to  tne 
Mui.  In  all  Degrees  o,-  Givil  \j$%y  tiiere  is 
a  Kind  of  Civility  due  to  the  StrJUt  for 
the  Sake  of  the  flf after  $  but  whenever  :  ;iy 
of  theie  Mufhroom  Favourites  come  to  be  de- 
graded, our  reftrain'd  Relpecl:  immediately 
breaks  out  into  the  moil  virulent  Contempt. 

One  very  fatal  Confequence,  that  too  often 
attends  vehement  and  luaden  Promotions,  whe- 
ther the  Perfons  dignified  are  Laymen,  or  of 
the  Clergy,  is,  that  they  mount  the  Chariot 
of  Preheminence  like  unskilful  Phaetons,  with- 
out knowing  either  the  Management  of  the 
Rem,  or  the  Road  they  are  to  drive  in.  The 
Refult  of  their  Ignorance  is  to  lay  down 
falie  Maxims  of  Policy  to  themfelves  \  as  that 
theTruit.  of  Power  is  only  committed  to  them, 
to  be  fubiervient  to  thePleafure  of  theDonor,  to 
take  care  that  the  Prince  never  wants  Money, 
however  unjuft  the  SCHEMES  for  Railing  it 
are  5  (Lucri  bonus  t(l  Odor  ex  re  qualiht)  and, 
laftly,  though  ever  firft  in  their  Confideration, 
%o  amafs  3  private  Fortune  to  themselves. 
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I  have  not  been  uncurious,  nor  indilligent, 
in  canvailing  the  Hiffcories  of  our  Country, 
to  lee  the  Turn  and  Genius  of  our  Anceflors 
and  their  Times,  in  Circumilances  and  Fa  els 
relating  to  the  Subject  now  before  me}  for 
I  knovsr  this  Maxim  to  be  perfectly  juft,  That 
Example  is  more  prevalent  than  Precept. 

I  have  made  one  Obfervation,  from  a  Sur- 
vey of  pail  Times,  which,  I  believe,  will  be 
pretty  generally  admitted  ;  which  is,  That 
whet  ever  we  Jee  the  People's  Hearts  united  in  Love 
towards  the  Person  of  the  Prince,  we  may,  without 
Enquiry,  be  fatisfyd,  that  he  is  fervid  by  Minifters 
wife,  faithful,  and  honeft.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
as  obvious,  that  almofi  all  the  Shocks  of  State,  and 
fignal  Misfortunes  of  our  Princes,  have  proceeded 
from,  and  been  owing  to,  the  Corruption  of  their 
Servants. 

There  is  a  very  particular  PafTage,  I  remem- 
ber, in  a  noted  French  Author  "*,  not  a  little 
applicable  to  the  Premifes,  and  which  there- 
fore 1  mall  not  Icruple  to  tranferibe.  He  is  in- 
finuating  (and  let  him  anfwer  for  his  own  Po- 
rtions) That  while  an  III  Miniflry,  alledging  their 
Mafter's  Name  and  Countenance,  commit  Outrage 
with  Impunity,  though  the  Prince  fins  net  himfelfy 
yet  he  jorbears  not  to  be  guilty  ;  that  his  Ignorance 
is  unpardonable,  and  his  Patience  no  Virtue  ;  and 
that  the  Disorders  which  either  he  knows  not  of,  or 
which  he  jujfers,  are  imputed  to  him  before  Gody 
even  as  if  himjelf  had  made  them.  With  a  great 
d^al  of  Re  of  on,  therefore  (continues  he)  that 
Prince,  who  was  according  to  God's  own  Heart,  in 

exprefs 
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express  Terms  defrres  him,  and  that  in  the  Fervency 
of  his  moft  ardent  Prayers,  That  he  would  cleanfe 
him  from  fecret  Faults,  and  acquit  him  from  the 
Sins  of  others :  Theie  laft  Words  fignifying,  that 
Kings  ought  not  to  content  themfelvts  -with  a  perfo- 
nal  and  particular  Innocency  }  and  that  it  mat- 
ters nothing  for  them  to  be  jujl,  if  they  loje  them- 
felvcs  by  the  Injuftice  of  their  Miniflers. 

It  is  a  great  Queftion  with  me,  whether  the 
Depravity  and  Vilehefs  that  Human  Nature  is 
capable  or^  do  not  ihew  themlelves  more  ccnjpi- 
cuou/Iy  in  the  Per  Jons  oj  Statesmen,  than  any  other 
Degree  of  Mortals?  I  {hall  give  but  one  Reafbn 
for  this  Opinion,  but  one  that  is  founded  on 
Practice. 

When  they  are  difcoverd  in  their  Defigns,  and 
juflly  caft  off  by  their  abufed  Prince,  though  he 
had  rais'd  them  from  Meannefs  and  Oblcurity, 
their  common  Artifice  is  to  employ  the  Great 
Fortune,  which  they  have  fiolen  jrom  the  Publick, 
in  forming  a  Party  and  Faction  againft  their 
Prince:  They  infmuate,  that  their  Dilgrace 
proceeded  from  their  Love  to  the  People  '7  and, 
with  all  the  wicked  Arts  of  Ingratitude,  they 
milreprefent  his  Honour  and  Juftice  :,  and  im- 
mediately, from  Perfons  that  deferve  to  be 
hanged  as  Traytors  to  the  Subjects,  let  up  for  their 
Patriots. 

Thefe  violent  Methods,  wThich  their  In- 
veteracy has  made  uie  of,  have  often  made 
weak  Princes  lit  down  with  Injuries,  and  con- 
tent themlelves  with  the  bare  DifmiiTion  of 
an  over -grown  Favour itt.     But  the    Multitude 


(*§) 


are  not  of  this  acquiefcing  Temper  *7  an  In- 
dignity againft  their  Honour,  or  an  Incroachment 
on  their  Rights  (manct  ait  a  mente  repoftum)  is 
treajur7d  up  too  ftrongly  in  their  Resentments  to 
be  tacitly  flurr'd  over  :  And  tho'  the  unhappy 
Prince  has  contented  to  /hut  his  Eyes,  and  flop 
his  Ears  againft  the  Corruptions  of  a  faulty  Mini- 
fter  'j  his  Forgiveneis  has  been  worje  in  its 
Conjequences  than  the  Profecution  he  dreaded  to 
ftir  up.  We  need  no  greater  Demonilration 
of  This,  than  what  actually  happen'd  in  the 
Cate  of  Gavefton,  and  the  Two  Spenfers,  in 
the  Reign  of  Edward  II. 

The  Sufferings  of  the  People  were  ft)  great 
from  the  Opprefllons  of  thete  wicked  Eavouritesy 
that  their  Diteontents  at  laft  broke  into  an 
open  Rebellion.  It  is  faid,  that  Gavefton  got  pof- 
Jejfion  of  the  Heart  of  that  weak  prince  to  jucb 
a  Degree,  that  he  filCd  the  Court  with  nothing 
but  Buffoons,  Parajites,  and  fuch  vile  Inftruments 
of  Pica  jure  j  and  drew  the  King  from  all  Thoughts 
of  noble  and  worthy  Enterprises. 

By  thete  Lures  of  Pleafore,  and  Compli- 
ances to  his  Wcakneilcs,  the  King's  Attach- 
ment to  this  unworthy  Minion  fo  exaipe- 
rated  the  Nobility,  that  they  had  Recourte 
to  Arms  j  which,  however,  had  no  other 
Contequence  than  the  Dcaih  of Gavefton,  whom 
they  took  and  executed  without  any  Form  of  Law, 
notwithstanding  the  King's  Solicitations  to 
fave  him  ;  one  of  the  Lords  alledging^  that 
it  was  better  he  fbould  ttr'tfh  fo,  than  the  Nation 
be  involved  in  a  Civil  War. 

D  This 


(26) 


This  might  have  been  a  Caution  for  Life 
to  this  unhappy     Prince,    not    to  truft    ihe 
Reim  of  Power  again  into  the  Hands  of  any 
new  Favourite.     Yet  afcer    this,   he  fell  into 
the  fame  Weaknefs  with  refpect  to  the  Two 
$}tnfer$y  who  governed  his  ductile  Temper  as 
they  pleas' i.     Thefe  being   pofrels'd  with  a 
Spirit  of  Pride  and  Rapine,  were  tarried   to 
iuch  intolerable  Actions  and  Oppreffions,  that 
the    People  groanM    under   the  Tyranny  of 
their  A  dm  in  ift  ration,  and  Gttvefton  with  good 
Reafon  was  wifh'd  for  again.     This  drew  on 
a  fecond  Rebellion,  whole  Event  was  much 
more  fatal   than  the    former  \    for  the  Two 
Spevfers  were  not  only  hang'd,  but  the  King 
oblig'd   to    refign  both  Crown  and  Dignity. 

A  Parliament  was  flimmon'd,  by  which  it 
was  adjudg'd  and  declar'd,  that  King  Edward 
was  unfit  to  govern  the  Kingdom  any  longer  } 
and  the  following  Articles  were  alledg'd  againfl 
him  i 

That,  during  the  Courfe  of  his  whole  Reign, 
he  had  been  nit  fled  and  governed  by  others  j 
who  gave  him  evil  Counsel  to  the  Dimonoitr 
of  himfelf,  and  the  Deftru&ion  of  the  Cl:urcb 
and  his  People ,  not  confider'wg  or  knowing  whe- 
ther it  was  good  or  evil. 

Secondly,   That  he  would  never  fubmit  to 
good  Courilel,  nor  the  good  Government  of 
his  Kingdom  j    but  negle&ed  the  Bufinefs  of 
the  Realm,  and  gave  himfelf  to  Works  and 
Employments  unbecoming  his  Station. 

That 
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That  by  his  Pride  and  Cruelty,  he  deftroy'd 
the  Holy  churchy  and  her  Chief  Mimfters,  impri- 
lbning  Ibme,  and  diftreffing  others  ^  ad  J:  alfo 

that  he  executed,  imprijo-fd,  baniftiJ,  and  dij in- 
herited many  Great  and  Noble  Men  or'  the 
Land. 

That  whereas  he  was  bound  by  Oath  to  do 
Jnilice  to  all,  he  only  obferv'd  his  0$n  Frcjit, 
and  the  Avarice  of  his  Wicked  Counfeliors* 

And,  laftly,  that  he  abandon  d  his  Kingdom, 
and  enieavDur'd  to  deftroy  it,  and  his  People  :, 
and,  what  was  worie,  by  tire  Default  of  his 
Peribn  he  was  become  incorrigible,  and  paft  all 
Hopes  of  Amendment :  All  which  Charges 
were  ib  notorious,  as  not  to  be  gainiaid. 

The  Mifcarriages  of  this  Prince  were  owing 
only  to  Nature,  who  had ,  not  given  him  a  Soul 
fit  for  Empire  \  and  we  need  only  appeal  to  his 
Character  for  Confirmation  of  it,  as  it  ftands 
in  our  graven;  Hiftorians. 

Under  this  King,  lays  one  *,  who  could 
neither  gain  nor  keep,  the  Nat'i.n  endurd  all 
tbofe  Calamities,  which  could  proceed  from  the 
'  IVeaknejs  and  Levities  of  a  Child.  His  very  Na- 
ture was  jo  pajfwe  and  complying,  that  he  fcemd 
not  only  to  have  been  govern  d,  but  even  atjuaied  by 
his  Favourites :,  who  directed  and  carried  him  as 
t'oey  pic as 'd,  commanded  his  P  erf  on  and  Kingdom, 
and  only  mide  uje  &j  his  Name,  to  courA en  vice 
their  own  nilanies.  For  this  Prince  was  not, 
D  2  like 
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like  fome  of  the  former,  ruin'd  by  a  violent 
Grafping  at' unlawful  Po  arer,  but  by  meanly  iiib- 
je&ing  himfelf  to  the  Power  and  Guidance  of 
others.  And  as  Pridey  Obftinacy,  and  Ambition, 
were  the  Vices  that  embroiPd  lbme  of  our  for- 
mer Reigns  \  fo  Eifinefs,  Complacency,  Submijfion, 
or  rather  Subjection,  where  the  Ruin  of  This. 
In  fhort,  he  was  more  weak  than  wicked  }  and 
his  Exorbitances  met  with  as  great,  or  greater, 
in  his  People. 

The  Extract  which  I  have  made  in  Relation 
to  this  Prince,  may  feem  to  have  withdrawn 
me  too  far  from  my  Argument ;  but,  1  dare 
fay,  whoevei  will  give  themfelves  the  Trouble 
of  weighing  it  in  all  its  Parts,  will  perceive  it 
not  to  be  fb  diftant  from  the  Queftion  in  De- 
bate. If  1  do  not  all  along  keep  religioufly  to 
Inftances  arifing  from  Cafes  of  Bribery  and  Cor- 
ruption, it  will  amount  to  the  fame,  if  I  mew 
that  Extortions  in  any  Minifter,  and  racking 
the  People  by  exorbitant  and  illegal  Demands  by 
the  Countenance  of  Power,  and  pretended  for 
the  Service  of  the  Prince,  whenever  they  are 
conniv'd  at,  or  pafs'd  over  without  Cenfure 
and  Correction,  have  proved  fatal  to  the  Peace  of 
the  Common-wealth. 

It  is  an  old  Observation,  that  the  Cuftom 
of 'cunning  Favourites  is  rather  to  do  great,  than 
good  Actions.  Great  Officers  are  fbmetimes,  by 
the  very  Terms  of  their  Promotion  under  Ob- 
ligations of  fupplying  their  Prince's  Necefllties  \ 
as  was  the  Cafe  of  the  great  Cardinal  Woljty, 
who  had  undertaken  the  King  mould  never 
want,  as  lon^  as  he  might  manage  the  Publich 
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Affairs.  And  what  does  this  Great  Man  in 
Purluance  of  thefe  Conditions?  He  makes  out 
Commifilons  into  all  the  Counties  of  England, 
;for  levying  the  Sixth  Part  of  every  Layman's 
Goods,  and  the  Fourth  of  the  Clergy,  for  the 
particular  Service  of  the  King.  The  People  in 
general  were  fo  dugufted  at  this  Extortion, 
that  they  were  ready  to  break  out  into  a  Re- 
bellion -j  alledging  not  only  their  own  Poverty, 
but  that  the  Commifllons  were  againft  Law. 

It  was  neceiTary  that  this  Affair  mould  be 
call'd  to  the  Queftion  \  and  the  Cardinal  was 
prepar'd  to  skreen  himfelf  by  a  lophiflical  Apo- 
logy, That  he  had  done  nothing  without  firft  advi- 
ftng  with  the  Judges  j  who  poflitively  affirm'd, 
The  King  might  lawfully  demand  avy  Sum  by  Com- 
mijfion  j  and  that  the  Counjel  of  State  confirmed  this 
-Mithod.  However  this  adventurous  Politici- 
an's Schemes  might  be  privately  authorized  by 
his  Mailer's  Knowledge,  the  King  thought  it 
fafer  to  conliilt  the  Force  of  Popular  Dif contents, 
than  to  have  a  Scrupulous  Regard  to  his  States- 
man's Character,  relblv'd  to  dilavow  the  whole 
Proceeding,  and  (by  Letters  to  all  Parts)  de- 
clar  d  to  his  People,  That  he  expecled  nothing 
from  them  but  by  way  of  Benevolence. 

Tho'  Cardinal  Wolfey  might,  probably,  have 
finger'd  a  Part  of  the  immenle  Sum  to  have 
been  rais'd  by  this  Project j  yet  the  Project  it 
lelf  neither  falls  under  the  Infamy  of  Bribery  or 
Corruption  :  It  was  the  Enterprize  of  an  arbitra- 
ry Minifter,  who  was  confident  of  Impunity, 
and  thought  himielf  fafe  in  the  Favour,  and 
under  the  Protection  of  his  Prince }  fince  the 

Money 


(3°) 

Money  to  be  colle&ed  was  in  his  iSamc,  and 
for  his  particular  Service, 

'Tis  true,  it  was  a  flagrant  Abufe  of  Power, 
and  a  heavy  and  unmerciful  Exaction-  upon 
the  Subject  :  But  Imputations  of  a  later  Date, 
if  as  true  as  they  are  iiilpected  and  proclaimed 
to'  be,  ftand  in  a  very  different  Point  of 
Light.  To  make  the  Regal  Authority  fubfer- 
vient  to  its  own  Difhonour,  is  a  Boldnefs  fiii- 
ficiently  black  and  fcavdakus ',  but  meanly  to 
confederate  with  Knaves  and  Mechanicks,  in  a 
Fraud  to  cheat  the  People,  looks  more  like  the 
Vice  of  one  bred  up  in  the  Myfteries  of  a 
common  Thief,  than  ^he  Policies  of  a  St*te\man. 

But  if  this  Attempt  of  Wolfey\  as  I  have 
above  oblerv'd,  does  not  amount  to  the  Guilt 
of  Bribery  and  Corruption,  I  ihall,  by  an  In- 
itance  fetch'd  from  a  lucceeding  Reign,  prove, 
that  one,  who  was  both  an  Archbijhop  and  a 
.Chancellor,  negotiated  the  Affair  of  National 
Bribery,  brought  over  the  Parliament  and  No- 
bility to  his  Schemes,  and  was  partial  in  his 
very  Equity  upon  the  Bench,  to  fiich  as  he 
knew  not  to  be  of  his  Faction  and  Opinion. 

When  the  Treaty  of  Queen  Mary\  intend- 
ed Marriage  with  the  Emperor's  Son,  was 
ffa&  diicover'd  here  at  Home,  the  Houje  of 
Commons  were  much  alarm'd  at  it,  and  lent 
their  Speaker,  and  Twenty  of  their  Members, 
with  an  Addreis  to  her  not  to  marry  a  Stran- 
ger: In  which  they  fliew'd  fb  much  Heat 
and  Keicntment,  tin:  the  Court  judged  it 
.  -    o  drlfjivc  ch©  Parliament 
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Upon  this,  Gardiner  let  the  Emperor  know, 
that  the  Jealoulies  rais'd  upon  Account  of 
the  Match,  were  fo  ftrohg,  thttt  unleis  very- 
extraordinary  Conditions  were  offerd,  it  might 
occalion  a  Rebellion :  And  he  runner  wrote 
to  him,  that  large  Sums  mult  be  lent  over, 
both  to  gratify  the  Nobility,  and  enable  them 
to  carry  the  Elections  in  the  next  Parliament 
againlt  all  Oppolers.  Accordingly,  there  were 
no  lels  than  Four  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds 
lent  over,  and  divided  at  the  Discretion  of 
Gardiner  and  the  Emperor's  Ambairadors.  Nor 
did  this  defigning  Prelate  make  a  lels  bafe  Ule 
of  his  Power,  as  Chancellor,  to  oblige  all  People 
to  comply  with  him  :,  for,  in  his  Court  of 
Chancery  no  Favour y  or  Common  Juftice,  was 
i\iQ*n  to  Perfons  who  -were  not  of  his  Intereft. 

After  thisj  another  Parliament  waschofen^ 
but  the  molt  confiderable  Members  were  cor- 
rupted by  Gardiner,  \vho  gave  them  Penfions^ 
fome  of  Two  Hundred,  and  fome  of  One 
Hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  on  all  Occalions  to 
feu  re  their  Voices }  and  then,  it  leems,  the 
Articles  for  the  Queens  Marriage  were  di- 
gelted,  and  apprev'd  of. 

By  this  Example,  we  may  lee,  when  the 
Publick  is  once  corrupted,  how  eafy  it  is  for 
a  wicked  Minifter  to  gain  his  pernicious  Ends. 
And  this  may  be  proVd  by  an  Example  of 
a  different  Nature  from  that  of  Gardiner,  which 
is  of  Spurius  CaJJius  amonglt  the  Romans.  Thk 
Spurius  having  fome  ambitious  Defigns  in  Viewy 
thought  of  winning  ovtr  the  People  to  his  Intt- 
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rejl,  by  doing  them  good  Offices ;  the  firfl  where* 
oj  was,  to  fell  them  thoje  Fields  which  the  Ro- 
mans had  taken  from  the  Hernici.  But  his  Am* 
hition  was  Jeen  thro''  \  fo  that  when  he  harangu'd 
the  People,  and  offer  d  to  give  them  that  Money 
which  the  Corn  was  fold  fory  (the  Senate  had 
caused  to  be  brought  from  SicilyJ  they  rejujed  ity 
looking  upon  it  to  be  a  Bribe,  and  thinking  that 
Spurius  had  a  Deftgn  upon  their  Liberty.  But 
had  that  People  been  corrupted  in  their  Na- 
tures, they  could  not  have  refilled  this  Bri- 
bery }  which  had  the  Appearance  of  a  free 
Donation :  So  that  they  would  have  open'd 
him  that  way  to  Tyranny,  which,  by  their 
Virtue,  they  ihut  againfr.  him.  But  had  Spurius 
liv'd  in  the  Time  of  Marius  and  Sylla9  when 
publick  Virtue  grew  debauch'd,  and  the  People 
were  tainted  with  the  Vices  of  Avarice  and 
Luxury,  he  could  not  have  mifcarried  in  his 
Defigns :  So,  on  the  other  Side,  if  Sylla  and 
Marius.  had  liv'd  in  the  Days  o£ Spurius  Cajj)us9 
their  Attempts  would  have  been  cruih'd  in 
the  very  Egg.  Therefore,  by  a  Parity  of 
Circumftances,  we  may  conclude,  that  had 
Gardiner  liv'd  in  our  Days,  (tho5  he  was  both 
a  Bifhop  and  Cnamellcr)  he  would  have  been, 
expofed  to  Infamy,  and  luffer'd  Ibme  ihameful 
Puniihment,  for  attempting,  what  he  in  his 
own  executed  with  Succefs. 

Being  thus  let  into  the  My  fiery  of  Bifhop  Gar- 
diner %  Conduct,  there  is  no  great  Room  to 
wonder  why  thQ  Parliament  never  calld  him  to 
any  Recount  for  thele  Corruptions.  In  ad  they 
but  threaten'd  any  Profecution  aga;nft  him,  no 
douk,  lie  would  have  made  their  Defection 
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jmoTick.  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  fevo 
line  erupted  Members  had  made  any  Steps 
againft  him,  or  their  Brethren,  who  «\  ere  $u"'ty 
of  taking  foe  Bribes,  the  ftirring  up  the  Difc 
covery  might  have  tu:n'd  to  their  own  Corfu*' 
fiov.  The  delinquent  Party  would  have  been 
alarm'd,  ani  jotnd  fdt  their  common  Define? 
and,  of  confequcnce,  being  the  mo  ft  t  umerous^ 
would  have  overcome,  if  not  exfell  d,  their  Ac- 
cufers.  Gardicr,  therefore,  me  .v'd  a  maf'eriy" 
Addrefs  in  Roguery,  when  he  made  Thofe,  who 
were  to  be  h;s  Axufirs  and  judges,  Farthers 
in  one  common  Bribery  with  him* 

The  Reflections,  that  naturally  arife  from 
fuch  a  Cjrcumftance,  callto  my  mini  a  beau-' 
tiful  Sentiment   in  one  of  Sh.ik  gear's    Plays. 
A    corrupt  Judge  having    fentenc'd  a  Man  to 
die  for  debauching    a  y  ug  Lady,  whom  he 
is  afterwards   willing  to  marry,  the  Sifter   of 
the  Paity  condemned  comes   to    intreat    for 
her  Brother's  Life  l,    when  the  Judge,  ■enamour' d  ' 
of  her,  and  reiletffng   with  himfelf  on    the" 
Nature  of  his  wild    Defire,  breaks  out    into 
this  fententious  Reafoning.: 

Thieves  for  their  Robberies  have  Authority, 
When  Judges  jleal  them/elves. 

A  Sentence  (6  plain,  as  well  as  beautiful,  that 
it  needs  no  Application* 

But  to  return  to  my  Subject  In  Confe- 
deracies of  this  kind,  wnere  None  are  in 
the  Secret  but  the  Parties  guilty,  it  is  no 
<eafy  matter-  to  fix  their  Guilt.    Nor    can    I 
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think  of  any  Expedient  in  fiich  Gales,  but 
that  common  one  which  is  practifed  towards 
Highway-men  of  giving  pardon  and  a  Reward 
to  one  for  discovering  the  reft  of  his  Gang.  This 
Encouragement  feldom  fails  of  Succefs  j  for 
the  fame  Argument,  that  prevail'd  with  them 
to  commit  one  Roguery,  induces  them  to 
commit  another.  The  Friendilv'p  of  Villains, 
that  is  always  link'd  on  Self-Intereft,  is  foon 
diJ]olvJdP  when  more  is  oiier'd  for  their  Treachery, 

It  is>  indeed,  a  Reproach  of  a  long  Stand- 
ing to  us,  as  a  Letter  in  one  of  our  News- 
Writers  too  truly  obferves,  that  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  IJlands  are  more  liable  to  Bribery, 
than  any  other  people  under  the  Sun\  and  that 
no  Rank  among  us  has  been  free  from  this 
Taint,  feems  pretty  plain  from  a  Statute  there 
likewife  mention  d,  and  made  by  Canutus  the 
Dane,  a  little  before  the  Conqueft  7  where- 
by it  is  enacted,  That  if  any  Judge  fliould 
take  a  Fee,  he  fhould  forfeit  his  Head  to  the 
Rwg, 

I  fhall  tranfcribe  a  part  of  two  fubfequent 
Paragraphs,  in  the  abovemention'd  Letter;  be- 
cauie  I  think,  the  Author  is  not  fo  plain  as 
ibme  of  his  Readers  could  wifli,  in  relation 
to  what  lie  fays  of  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Coke. 

He  tells  us,  cThat  at  the  AfTi'zes  holder: 
c  at  Lincoln^  {A>mo  23,  Ed.  I.)  Sh'WilUamThorpe,. 
c  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  having 
c  taken  a  Bribe  of  Ninety  Pounds  from  five 
c  Perfons,  to  ftay  a  Writ  of  Exigent  again  ft 
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<  them  *,  and  being  tried  for  the  Bribery,  and 

'  convicted,  was  lentenc'd  to  be  havg'd,  arid 
1  have  all  his  Lands   and  Chattels  for  jetted* 

c  Thus  flood  the  Law  in  the  Time  of 
c  Edward  the  Third.  My  Lord  Coke  indeed 
€  fays.  This    Precedent  ought  not  to  be  followed. 

*  But  as  he  produces  no  Ail  of  Parliament 
c  tiiat  has  repealed  the  Statute,  (Anm  20,  Ed.  1 ) 

*  we  may  venture  to  fay,  the  Law  fianJs  fo 
€  at  this  Day.— — And  fuch  as  have  read  the 
€  Hiftories  of  the  Times,  in  which  my  Lord 
c  Coke   liv'd,  will,    without  much    Difficulty, 

*  find  out  the  Reafbn,  why  his  Lordfhip  would 

*  not  have  this  Precedent  foiled? 

My  Intention  is  to  add  a  few  Words  here  for 
the  lake  of  Thofe,  who  have  either  not  read 
the  Hiftory  of  thole  Times,  or  elfe  may  have 
forgot  what  they  had  read  in:  a  private  Cir- 
cumftance. 

The  truth  is,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  the  Chief 
Juftice,  was  himfelf  fufpeded  of  having  re- 
ceived a  Bribe  ;  for  he  had  heard  and  de- 
termin'd  a  Caufe  at  the  Common  Law,  and 
fome  report  there  was  Juggling  in  the  Bujinejs*. 
Nor  was  it  an  idle  Report,  as  we  may  find 
from  the  Sequel  }  for  the  Matter  was  fo  ag- 
gravated foon  after,  that  my  Lord  Coke,  as 
the  fame  Author  informs  us,  was  brought  on 
his  Knees  at  the  Council-Table,  and,  among 
other  things  objected  againft  him,  he  was 
charg'd,  That,  while  he  was  the  King's  Attorney, 
in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  he  had  concealed 
E  2  a  Sta* 
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a  Statute  of  Twelve  Thousand,  pounds,  due  to  the 
King  from  the  late  Jj>rd  thiJicedir  jtfatton,  wherein 
he  deceived  the  Trufi  repojei  in  him.* 

Whether  this  Statire  were  cmz^Vd  gratis^ 
and  without  any  Coniideration  paid  tor  the 
Service,  i  fhall  leave  to  be  determined  by  my 
Lord  uke's  belt  Friends^  and  moft  zedons 
Defenders. 

Yet  the  Charge  or*  Bribery  and  Extortion 
fcga;nft  tne  L.>rd  Trcifuie;  S^/ierjet  was  agr 
grava^ed  by  trr.very  Lord  Cii'ef  juftice  ake ; 
and  the  Sen .moz  againi t  h'm  •  as  pr.^noune'd 
by  my  Lord  Chancellor  jB^fcWL  who  hmfelf 
was  tainted  widi  me  fame  fnjettion*  and  not 
many  Years  ajter  perilu'cL  in  his  Own  Cor* 
1110:1  on. 

It  may  be  objected,  perhaps,  that  all  Mo- 
neys oifer'd  and  receiv  d   for   the   Execution 
of  his  Office  in  a  great  Magiflr  ate,  are    not 
to  be  confirmed  a  Bribe,  buc  a  grateful   Ac- 
hnowle Jgmet/t  m  the  Perlbn  ferv'd,   for  a  juft 
*p:ece  of  Service   done    with  proper    pifiatch. 
This,  indeed,  was  the  Flea   of  a   Treafurer 
and  ft*%bp2  Vjpitotr  de  L  nst  n  in  the   Reign 
of  King  Edward    the   Second.     He    took    of 
the    Earl   of  M Me  alto,    then    a    Prifoner,  a 
Hundred  Pounds  to  be  a  Friend  to  him,  and 
to  let  him  go  free  to  do  his  Bufmefs.     JSlovy 
this  Sum  was  given,  as   the  Record    would 
iniinuare,   de  Sbost  antra    Foluntahy    &c.  for    a 
Gratuity^  and  for  tiiQ  Courteiy  of  the  Treafur- 
er J   but  this  Jham  Colour   was  foon   thrown 

off, 
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off,  and  the  Biihop  aajudg'd  guilty    of  Ex* 

tut  ion  and  Bribery. 

I  Cannot  forbear  here  inferring,  (becaufe 
We  will  have  to -do  with  one  noneft  lnilance) 
to  the  haemal  Honour  or"  Dr.  WiVkOtosf  wno 
was  a  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  and  an  Arch- 
Vihop,  *  That  he  was  never  ililiied  with 
the  Siujrcion  of  loving  Prelents,  no  nut  f3 
jnuch  as  Gratuidad  di  Gumtc,  as  the  S/dniirds 
Phrale  is:  Large  Sums,  it  was  \. ell  in  \  n, 
were  brought  to  lr:s  Secretares,  (iich  as  miotic 
Jiave  fway  a  a  Man  that  was  tut  impregna- 
ble }  and  preffing  Solicitac;ons  Were  ma-ae, 
Uiat  they  would  throvv  them  at  his  Feet  for 
Favours  already  receiv'd:  but  no  Man  dtorik 
unaertake  the  Office,  as  knowing  ailuredly, 
it  mu>d  di^id'ea  toe  Broker,  and  he  bis  Rvah. 

I  have  been  pretty  ample  in  imbelliiVng 
th:s  Dilcourie  with  Examples  of  Perfons,  who 
ha^e  been  gu'ky  both  or  private  and  natural 
briberies  and  Extortions  \  and  I  have  iiiewn 
occaiionly,  that  it  has  been  the  Wifdom  of 
all  Re'gns,  and  even  where  the  Parties  oftend- 
ing  were  Minions  of  the  Prince,  to  call  thole 
Perfons,  who  betray'd  their  Office  and  the 
Subject,  to  the  moil  Uriel  Account. 

This  brings  to  my  Remembrance  \  one  of 
the  Chapters  of  Mwhiavel,  where  he  makes 
it  his  Topick,  that  in  all  well-onier'd  Govern- 
ments there  ought  to  be  publick  Accufati- 
ons  and  publick  Puniihrneius  for  thofe  who 
offena  againfl  the  People.     For,  he  jays,  there 
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cannot  be  a  more  profitable  or  neceffary 
Power  given  to  thole  who  are  appointed 
Guardians  of  the  Liberty  of  a  State>  than 
That  of  aceufing  Cir'zens  to  the  People,  or 
to  thofe  that  reprefent  the  People,  or  to 
fome  Magiftrate,  or  Connc;l  appointed  for 
that  Purpofe,  whenever  they  ihaH  offend 
agamft    the  free  State. 

This  Order  works  two  very  ufeful  Effe&s 
in  a  Common- wealth  *,  thefiift  is,  that  wicked 
and  iil-aifected  Men,  for  fear  of  being  accused, 
attempt  nothing  againft  the  State  5  or,  if  they 
ihould,  they  forthwith,  without  any  Refpefr, 
are  fuppreis'd  and  punifh'd.  The  other  is, 
that  it  gives  way  to  vent  the  Humours  that 
grow  in  Cities  in  any  manner  againft  any  Citi- 
zens j  and  when  theie  Humours'  have  not  or- 
dinary Vents,  they  are  apt  to  break  out  in  vio- 
lent and  extraordinary  Manners,  and  fb  often 
prove  the  Ruin  of  a  Common- wealth.  But 
there  is  not  any  thing  renders  a  Common- 
wealth more  fettled  and  ftedfaft,  than  to  ordain 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Alteration  of 
thole  Humours,  which  put  it  in  a  Ferment, 
ihould  have  ibme  Out-let  appointed  by  the 
Laws.  There  are  many  Examples  which  evi- 
dence this  Maxim,  but  none  more  than  that  of 
Coriolamts,  as  let  out  by  Ltvy. 

The  Nobility  of  Rome  being  angry  with  the 
People,  and  difdaining  to  fliifer  them  to  keep 
that  Share  which  they  had  in  the  Government; 
by  the  Creation  of  their  Tribunes,  who  pro- 
tected them  m  thek  Rights,  embraced  an  Op- 
portunity of  clipping  their  Wings    of  that 
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Power,  at  a  Time  when  the  City  was  in  the 
utmoft  Want  of  Provifions,  and  the  Senate  had 
fent  to  Sicily  for  Corn.  Coriolanus,  a  bold  Ma% 
and  an  inveterate  Enemy  of  the  Popular  Fac- 
tion, firft  ventur'd  to  advife  the  Senate,  That 
this  was  the  Time  to  chajiije  the  People,  and  wrefi 
from  them  that  Authority,  which  \o  much  dimimjh  d 
the  Power  of  the  Patricians,  by  keeping  them  to,  in 
Hunger  and  Want,  and  not  dijlributjng  any  Corn 
to  their  Relief. 

It  is  impoflible  to  pafs  by  this  Piece  of  Hi^ 
ftory,  without  making  a  ihort  Remark  en  paf- 
fant  -,  which  is,  *  That  it  was  ever  counted  a 
Maxim  among  politicians,  who  deftgnd  to  enjktus 
the  People,  that  the  firft  Step  towards  it  was  to  re- 
duce them  to  Want  and  Mifery :  And  therefore  it 
is  no  Wonder  that  wicked  Magiilrates  mould 
always  enter  upon  Meafures  to  impoverifh  the 
^Nation. 

The  Populace*  it  feems,  being  appriz'd  of 
this  Motion  of  Coriolaws,  conceiv'd  fuch  -a  vi- 
rulent Hatred  againfl  him,  that,  had  not  the 
Tribunes  cited  him  to  appear  to  defend  his 
Gaufe,  they  would  have  torn  him  to  pieces  m 
their  Tumult,  as  he  came  out  of  the  Senate- 
Houfe. 

But  what  Miichief  might  there  not  have 
fallen  to  the  Common-wealth  of  Rome9  if  Corio- 
lanus  had  been  flain  m  a  Tumult  by  die 
People  ?  This  Violence  would  have  been  an 
Offence  to  the  eftablijtfd  Laws ;  this  Offence 
Would  have  created  a  Pear  of  Punishment  •,  and 
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this  Fear  of  Fumfhmevt  would  have  united 
them,  in  their  Defence,  to  lecure  them  elves 
by  gre:ttr  Outrages:  Which,  probably,  mignt 
hive  ended  in  tne  total  Subrjerjon  of 'their  civil 
Msgfcs, 

Novv  trrs  Example  alone  is  fufficient  to 
prove,  That  publick  Accufot-ions  ana  Puniih- 
mencs  are  neceiiai-y,  as  well  as  juft,  againft 
Thofe  who  have  ivjur'd  the  People,  tho' it  be 
in  Cales  which  the  Wifdom  of  the  Laws  had 
&ot  made  penal.  A  human  Body,  if  its  Con- 
ftkution  be  corrupted  or  impair'd,  ltands 
in  neea  of  daily  Remedies  to  iupport  it.  If 
a  Pacient  mould  be  afflicted  wicn  a  new  and 
uncommon  Diftemper,  ana  iys  Phytic*  w  mould 
refute  to  apply  the  Remedy,  becaufe  this  Di- 
ftemper  was  not  .xfiown  to  Gale^  or  H%ocra+ 
to  }  mould  we  not  count  him  very  ignonnt 
and  fooliih  ?  .  In  the  fame  manner  a-  Com* 
mon-wealth  ftands  in  need  of  the  Provifion 
of  new  Laws,  to  regulate  new  Diiorders  j 
and  accordingly  as  they  are  more  dangerous, 
the  Remedies  muft  be  the  ftronger.  JSor 
ought  the  Quality  of  the  Offenders  to  be  neg- 
lected inthe  Dilcipline  of  the  Cure  y  for  what 
my  Lord  Halifax  fays  of  Beggars,  may  very  • 
well  be  applied  to  Cheats }  where  the- Poor- 
Ones  are  only  whipt,  the  Great  Ones  (outs 
of  a  proportionable  Reipecl  to  their  Quality) 
ought  to  be  hangd 
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TH  E  Day  was  come,  when  Freedom 
long  decay'd 
Dar'd  to  lift  up,    once  more3  its 
awfbl  Head, 
Refolv'd,  the  fliamcrui,  flavifli,  Yoak  to  break, 

That  gaffd  and  fetter'd  Fair  JSrita/mia's  Keck. 

F  Man- 
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Mankind,  impatient,  hung  upon  the  Event, 
Each  as  his  diiPrent  Inclinations  bent : 
True  Levers  of  their  Country,  Homfi,  Wife 
And  Worthy  Men,  ftood  firm  againft  th'  Excjfe 
But  thofe,  whom  fervile  Principles  o'erfway'd, 
Courtiers,  and  Lawyer iftip&fioners  for  Bread, 
In  bale,    felfcguided,   Scale,    th"'  important 
Bos'neS  weighed. 

Ah,  W /  where  will  thy  Devices  end  ?    s 

Where  wou*d  thy  ill-pbevefted  Pow'r  extend  ! 
And  dar'ft  thou  boaft  to  be  thy  Country's 

Friend  ? 
— Tho'  to  enormous  Bulk  we  lee  the  grown, 
High  as  thou  art,  thou  may'ft  yet  tumble 

down  ; 
And  vainly  feek  the  Shelter  of  a  Crown. 

Such  were  the  Spencers,  fuch  proud  Gavftotfs 

Mien, 

Such  was  the  *  Minion  of  the  luftfiil  Queen : 
*  Mortimer.  Thefe, 
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Thefe,  the  ftrong  Arm  of  Juftice  overthrew, 
Spite  of  their  Pow'r  and  Arts} — and  lb  may  you- 

What  ihall  I  fay  to  you,  ye  hireling  Band  I 
Do  ye,  for  Patriots  of  your  Country  ftand  ? 
Are  ye  the  Guardians  of  the  Britijh  Ifle, 
Whofe  Hands,  imp/ire  Gold-Offerings  defile  ! 
Are  ye  fo  bafe,  to  fell  your  People's  Right, 
For  windy  Titles  of  a  Lord  or  Knight  I 
Not  fb,  your    Great    Forefathers    Tenfions^ 

fought, 
When,  againfb  Arb^raty  Kings  they  fought, 
And,  Liberty,  with  Blood  and  Wounds,  dear 

bought. 

But,  let  me  turn  from  this  inglorious  Theme, 
To  give  due  Praifesto  thofe  Sons  of  Fame  ; 
Thofe  Generous  Spirits,  thofe  Intrepid  Few, 
Who,  ro  the  Nation's  Intereft,  faft  and  true, 
No  Bribes  cou'd  byafs,  nor  no  PoipY  fiibdue. 

Behold 


Behold  the  virtuous  Catoes  of  the  Age ! 
See,  how,  for  Liberty,  they  dare  engage ! 
Boldly  they  ftem'd  a-while  the  rapid  Stream, 
And  with  one^HweJl, Voice, opposed  the  Scheme: 
They  fpoke,  like  Bntom  worthy  to  give  Laws', 
And,  to  the  fall,  afifcrted,  Freedom's  Caule  j 
But,  when  they  found,  Juftice  to  Might  mull 

yield, 
Rehr&antly  they  quit  the  weH-fought  Field  , 
Unconquer'd  in  their  Minds,  they  Iconi'd  to 

fear 
The  Fi&or  proud,  or  his  malicious  Shear : 
Scarce  cou'd  the  riling  PaOlon  be  fuppreH, 
And  full  Reientment  heav'd  each  iWicf-Breafl. 

Gp,  Worthy  Men,  go,  juftly  prais'd,  by  all  7 
While  you  fuzpive,  Briiawtia cannot  fail: 

Tho' 
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Tho'  now  beneath  OflreJJion  foul,  flie  ftoop^ 
Your  Glorious  Daring  ftifl  ihall  prop  her  up  } 
Your  Free-born  Souls  Hill  give  us  room  to 
tope. 

OW  never  let  the  Fervor  of  your  Zeal 
Grow  languid,  to  defend  the  Common-weal 

\Y has  yet,  but  half  his  Point  obtain'd, 

His  Fame  is  fullyM,  arid  his  Honour  ftain'd  j 
The  Ctml  of  loft  Liberty  and  Trade 
Vifit,  each  Kight,  r.h*  afflicted  Briton's  Bed : 
tWith  animating  Dreams  they  fpur  him  on, 
To  flop  his  Couatry7s  Ruin,  and  his  own  3 
Nor  faifer  curfl  Excises  to  prevail, 
Which,  Fortunes,  Lives,  Laws,  liberties,&flail   \ 
And  certain  Slavery,  where-e^er  they  fix,  intail.  J 


F  I  N  I  P 


This  Day  is  Publiftid, 

Adorn  d  with  a  very  prettey 
Frontifpiece, 

The  State  Juggler: 
Or,  Sir  Politick  Ribband ;  a 
new  EXCISE  OPERA. 

N.  B.  With  the  above 
Opera  is  given  gratis,  Britan- 
nia Excifa  in  Two  Parts ; 
and  the  Excife  Congrefs,  with 
three  Emblematical  Pitturesy 
all  printed  on  a  large  Sheet  of 
he  Dutch  Paper,  fit  to  be 
frto% 


